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AAU celebrates international day of persons with disabilities
Addis Ababa University
has

commemorated

an-

nual international day of
persons with disabilities.
Commemorating the day
aims at promoting understanding of disability issues, equalization of opportunities and mobilize
support for the dignity,
rights and well-being of
persons with disabilities.
The international day of
people with disability has
been commemorated with
various themes every year
across

the

world

since

1992.

The

Office

Needs

of

Special

at Cultural Center on main

celebrated for 22nd and 23rd

Support

Center,

campus.

time in Ethiopia and in the

Addis Ababa University,

“Sustainable

has

ment:

commemorated

the

day on December 3, 2014

The

Themed
DevelopPromise

of

world respectively.

Continued on page 10

Technology.” the event is

AAU commemorates World HIV/AIDS Day
marks. Similar to the earlier years, Dr. Jeilu said in
his remarks, the university
is working on HIV/AIDS
prevention

and

control

means in parallel with
teaching-learning

and

various academic activities. He has further indicated that currently, with
the rigorous effort made
by the government, local
Addis Ababa University

Achieve an AIDS-free Gen-

Jeilu Oumer (PhD), Aca-

community and collabora-

has

commemorated

the

eration. The event was

demic Vice President of

tive partners, new infec-

26th

annual World HIV/

hosted on main campus

Addis Ababa University

tion rate of this deadly

AIDS day with a theme

with opening sessions on

was observed at the ses-

disease has come down to

“Focus,

December 1, 2014.

sions with opening re-

0.03%.

Partner,

and

Continued on page 10
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AAU rejoices 9th Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Day

The one thing that we all share through the colors is the harmony that bonds us together
Addis Ababa University

Nations, Nationalities and

gions have performed a

tions on issues pertinent to

has colorfully celebrated

Peoples for it has brought

show on traditional attire

the Nations, Nationalities

equality for the last 20

and dancing styles of the

and Peoples followed by

ties and Peoples’ day on

years.

was

Nations, Nationalities and

interactive

December 4, 2014 on main

marked with musical thea-

Peoples of the country.

with the audience who

campus and at the grand

ter organized by the Addis

The unique and overall

gathered at the grand hall

hall of the College Busi-

Ababa University Cultural

features of the nine regions

of the College of Business

ness and Economics.

Center and the School of

of the country were further

Economics College.

Celebrated with the motto

Theater Arts students. Lit-

expressed on the event.

In attendance were the

“Our

erary and artistic works

On the same occasion, the

University’s

strengthens our National

and

stu-

day has featured various

dents,

Tie for Renaissance”, the

dents from the nine re-

scholars’ paper presenta-

Students and the Univer-

the

9th

Nations, Nationali-

Constitution

day is special for Ethiopian

The

day

representative

discussions

Vice

Deans,

Presi-

Directors,

sity community.

The colorful festivities on campus show the University is home for all
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Thai cultural performance at AAU

Cultural troop honors 50 years of Ethio-Thai ties, AAU, Nelson Mandela Hall
As Ethiopia and Thailand
mark their 50th year anniversary of diplomatic relations, Addis Ababa University has hosted a commemorative Thai cultural
performance on 25 November, 2014 at the Nelson
Mandela hall.

The Thai commemorative
cultural show is organized
by the Royal Thai Embassy
in Cairo accredited to
Ethiopia in collaboration
with the Ministry of Culture of Thailand. The cultural troop had a team of
more than 25 performers.

The troop entertained
more than 500 hundred
students of Addis Ababa
University in attendance at
the Nelson Mandela hall.
The show featured more
than ten colorful Thai cultural dances with traditional music.

Present in the event were
the Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Thailand to
Cairo accredited to Ethiopia, Vice Presidents, officers and community of the
University.

AAU hosts the 12th Globelics Conference

Guests of honor at the opening session, African Union old Plenary Hall
Addis Ababa University jointly with the Globelics Secretariat hosted the 12 th Global
Network for Economics of Learning, Innovation, and Competence Building Systems
(Globelics) conference from October 29-31, 2014, at the African Union hall. Admasu
AAU

Tsegaye (PhD), President
of the Addis Ababa University, has officially welcomed and addressed the
gathering at the Old African
Union
Plenary
Hall. In attendance with a
key note address was HE
Kassa
Tekleberhan,
Speaker of the House of
Federations and Chairperson of the Addis Ababa
University Governing
Board.

Continued on page 9
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AAU holds panel discussion on change army implementation
The Office of the Aca-

department heads on a full

demic

day

Vice

President,

meeting

at

Hall

on

2014

to

Addis Ababa University,

Eshetu

has conducted the first

December

quarter assessment on the

assess the progress made

progress

towards

of

activities

Chole

held

15,

achieving

the

planned to be carried out

intended goal.

in

year.

The officers taking part in

Aimed at delivering qual-

the discussions have pre-

ity education and ensuring

sented status of progresses

good

the

on creating and mobilizing

University has established

change army to advance

change army in all its col-

teaching-learning, research

leges and institutes to pro-

and community service at

mote team work, peer-

large. In addition, the Uni-

learning and cooperative-

versity’s Office for Strate-

ness among students, fac-

gic Plan has presented a

ulty

report on university wide

this

academic

governance,

and

administrative

AAU vice presidents running the discussions

staff.

activities undertaken dur-

To this effect, the Office of

ing the first quarter of this

the Academic Vice Presi-

academic

Discus-

formation Plan 2. The per-

were

dent has held discussions

sions were also held on the

formances of the first quar-

plans the University set for

with

draft strategic plan of GTP

ter activities were up for

the academic year.

-2, the Growth and Trans-

discussion and activities

deans,

deans,

associate

directors

and

year.

reviewed

against

IGSSA, AAU, holds National Workshop on Natural Hazard Monitoring & Risk Management
Institute

of

Geophysics,

by H.E. Ato Kassa Tekle-

ment

international

The workshop will be con-

Space Sciences and As-

berhan, Speaker of the

specialists on the topic to-

cluded by a panel discus-

tronomy,

Ababa

House of Federation of

gether with graduate stu-

sion which will develop

University, organized na-

FDRE and Board Chair-

dents. The workshop fo-

the road map for future

tional workshop on natu-

man

cuses

and

actions regarding Natural

ral hazard monitoring and

U n i v e r s i t y .

Earthquake Hazards and

Hazard Monitoring and

risk

from

Present on the workshop

Landslides Problems and

Risk

November 6 – 7, 2014. The

were experts in natural

pr ob le ms

Ethiopia.

workshop was addressed

hazard and risk manage-

f

Addis

management

of

Addis

Ababa

i

and

on

s

s

Tectonic

of
u

r

g ro up
e

s

Management

.
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College holds first Ethio-Swedish workshop
College of Natural Sciences, Addis Ababa University, hosted the first
Ethio-Swedish

workshop

from 27-28 November 2014
on the theme “Organic
Photovoltaic and Biopolymer-based Batteries and
Supper capacitors for Solar Electricity Storage”.
The workshop was opened
in the presence of Mr. Jan
Sadek, Swedish Ambassador in Ethiopia. High profile

researchers

Chalmers

from

University

of

Technology and Linkoping
University of Sweden and
Addis Ababa University,
Hawasa, Bahir Dar, and
Wollega University, Ethiopia have taken part in the
workshop.
The workshop was aimed
at development of organicbased photovoltaic energy
conversion and promises
to deliver new alternatives
to well-established silicon
photovoltaic and biopolymer composite electrodes.
This in return opens avenues towards the use of
renewable materials in the
construction

of

wooden

batteries or super capacitors for charge storage.
It was discussed during
the

workshop

that

AAU

the

A blend of Ethio-Swedish academic flavor brings more scents to the collaborations that lasted decades

globe currently consumes

potential

en-

for monitoring environ-

15 terawatts of power and

ergy technology. In light of

mentally polluting heavy

probably will double by

this, the need for clean,

metals as well as biopoly-

2050. However, our energy

inexpensive and renew-

mer electrode for waste

source is not only non-

able energy has increas-

water treatment using so-

renewable and limited but

ingly turned research at-

lar electricity.

also not eco-friendly. One

tention towards polymer

The academic work pre-

of the most critical chal-

photovoltaic cell.

sented by different schol-

lenges facing the scientific

The department of chemis-

ars during the workshop

community is finding sus-

try, Addis Ababa Univer-

has momentous role to-

tainable solution to meet

sity, has been extensively

wards

the world wide growing

working in collaboration

solar energy in our coun-

energy

while

with Linkoping University

try in the future and prom-

maintaining the quality of

of Sweden for a decade on

ising effort for rural areas

our environment. Organic

this area and has devel-

electrification now lacking

solar cell technology that

oped new organic poly-

electrical grids having suf-

converts solar energy to

mers and biopolymers for

ficient solar energy inputs.

electrical energy is becom-

solar energy conversion,

Workshop was held at the

ing solution to this prob-

storage and sensor de-

graduate building of the

lem. Consequently, poly-

vices. This effort is cur-

College of Natural Sci-

mer solar cell attracts con-

rently extended to develop

ences.

siderable attention as a

electrochemical

demand

renewable

commercializing

methods
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AAU Commemorates Human Right Day

Human rights are to be exercised: the day set is to remind everyone of actions. Addressing the gathering is
Elshaday , Head of the Center
rights.

Ethiopia is one of the three

rights issues and multidis-

W/t Elshaday Kifle, Head,

African countries that took

ciplinary studies offering

Center for Human Rights,

part in the deliberations

courses leading to MA de-

in her welcoming speech

The panel discussion is the

and adoption of the Uni-

grees for students drawn

noted

intellectuals

first attempt to initiate dia-

versal Declaration of Hu-

from law, political science,

and academic institutions

logues among panelists on

man Rights in 1948. It was

sociology, history, philoso-

have the leading role in

human rights and interdis-

in 1950 that the United

phy

translating possibility of

ciplinary

Nations General Assembly

ground. The center has

ordinary

rights

Moderated by Yeraswork

proclaimed the day be an-

organized a panel discus-

work into reality, formu-

Admassie (PhD) and Ato

nually commemorated as

sion on multidisciplinary

lating laws, and processes

Zekarias Keneaa, the panel

human rights day to draw

approaches

that confirm to human

has

attention to the universal

rights on December 10,

rights

presentation

declaration

2014 at Eshetu Chole Hall;

searching

writing

scholars on issues of hu-

themed “Human Rights

about human rights issues.

man rights and sociology,

of

human

rights.

and

civics

to

back-

human

that

human

standard
and

in

re-

perspectives.

entertained
of

paper
various

human rights and anthro-

365” reflecting the idea
Addis Ababa University,

that every day is a human

Jeilu Oumer (PhD), AAU’s

pology, human rights and

as premiere institution of

rights day. The panel dis-

Academic Vice President,

media, human rights and

higher education in Ethio-

cussion was focused at

in

political science and law

pia, is highly concerned

fostering interdisciplinary

stated that Addis Ababa

about the legacy of com-

dialogue on human rights

University

mitment to human rights.

among the scholars of the

country’s and its peoples’

The session was concluded

Owing to this, the Univer-

arts and humanities disci-

tradition of commitment to

with pledges to take this

sity has established a cen-

plines at Addis Ababa

human rights, being at the

interdisciplinary research

ter for human rights. The

University.

forefront of the struggle

engagement a step further.

center deals with human

for

his

opening

remark

shares

universal

and human rights.

the

human
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287 medical doctors graduate as school buoyant of golden jubilee
the College of Health Sciences has held a special
graduation ceremony for
graduates of the School of
Medicine in 1975, 1976 and
1977. This pulls strings
from the historical fact that
there

was

no

formal

graduation ceremony in
those three years because
of the political turmoil in
Ethiopia. 37 medical doctors had completed their
studies and were ready for
graduation, but the politiBethlehem Yisehak, gold medalist of the 2014 Med School graduates, poses for a picture with HE
Demeke Mekonnen,FDRE Deputy PM, Jeilu Oumer (PhD), AAU’s Academic Vie President and
Ahmed Reja (MD), Chief of the College of Health Sciences.

cal unrest then denied
them of the ceremony.
Seven

medical

doctors

The 50 years young and

high 287 medical doctors

Business and Economics

from those years were for-

the oldest medical school

in the history of the school

grand hall. The graduates

mally congratulated and

in

and

have taken the traditional

recognized on the cere-

Ethiopia,

the

Addis

the

country

have

Ababa University School

graduated in the same

Hippocratic

after

mony by H.E. Demeke

of Medicine, is celebrating

week the school enjoyed

close to seven years of in-

Mekonnen, FDRE Deputy

50 golden years of unsur-

its golden jubilee.

tensive

challenging

Prime Minister and guest

passed services to the bet-

College of Health Sciences,

studies with an internship

of honor of the ceremony,

terment of health in the

Addis Ababa University,

they underwent for a year.

for four decades of un-

country. More to the jovial

has held the graduation

The graduates have re-

matched services to the

of the celebrations, record

ceremony in the College of

ceived their degrees from

country.

the guest of honor of the

cial graduates present on

ceremony, H.E. Demeke

the ceremony are Drs Ta-

Mekonnen, FDRE Deputy

dios Munie and Mesfin

Prime Minister. In addi-

Minas

tion, four fellows in Car-

served Addis Ababa Uni-

diothoracic Surgery and

versity with unparalleled

one with a PhD in physiol-

commitment,

ogy have graduated on the

Mustapha Sadik Kaloko,

day.

the Commissioner for So-

A thoughtful and gratify-

cial Affairs of the African

ing proceed observed dur-

Union.

The

and

Oath

Among the spe-

who

relentlessly

and

ing the ceremony was that
AAU
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Besides, academic staff of
the college who rendered
services for more than 30
years

were

recognized

during the ceremony.
Dr Ahmed Reja, Chief Executive Director of the College of Health Sciences in
his speech during the ceremony has outlined the
achievements of the School
of Medicine and the College of Health Sciences in
the five decades of the
school’s history and indicated the direction in
which the college wants to
grow and develop. He
made mention of VISION
2020, a vision by the college community to grow
into a Health Sciences University and to build a Sate
of the Art 1500-2000 bed
hospital. He has taken the
opportunity to thank the
government for the support it has provided the

school so far and has
asked for continued support of the government to
achieve the College’s vision. His Excellency the
Deputy PM in return has
thanked the college community for its contribution
to health professionals
training, clinical care and
research for the past 50
years and has asked everyone to work harder to help
Ethiopia in its journey to

continued from page 4
Themed “Partnerships for
Innovation based Development”, the main objective
of the international conference was bringing scholars
from across the globe and
make them sit together
and discuss on enhancing
the quality of innovation
studies and
implement
distinguished systems and
good practices to enlighten
policy making. In addition,
the conference is expected
to foster knowledge based,
wide ranging and sustainable
economic
growth. Happening for
the third time on African

become a middle income
country in the coming few
years. The Deputy PM
promised that his government will support the College’s vision to become a
leading national and regional institution in health
care, research and training.
The Addis Ababa University cultural performance
group has adorned the
event with the iconic song

‘enkuan des alachihu’ while
a string band from the
Yared School of Music
graced the event with different musical performances.
Ethiopian
Broadcasting
Corporation has given this
historic event live broadcast coverage while a
number of media were in
attendance.

...12th Globelics Conference

soil, the conference has
gathered more than 270
leading scholars from both
developed and developing
countries in the field of
innovation, technological
change and development.
The conference has featured presentation of more
than 145 research papers
in parallel tracks with
panel discussions and plenary lectures. Prof. Martin
Bell and Prof. Jorge Katz,
the two leading scholars
on innovation and development, have given this
year’s key note lectures to
the gathering.

The Global Network for
Economics of Learning,
Innovation, and Competence Building Systems is
an international network
of scholars who apply the
concept of “learning, innovation, and competence
building system” (LICS) as
a framework for promoting inclusive and sustainable development in developing countries, emerging economies and societies in transition.
Having an open and diverse community of scholars working on innovation
and competence building

to promote sustainable
development internationally, this global based
amalgamation is further
aimed to contribute to academic knowledge creation,
exchange in the field of
innovation, development
and technology transfer.
Addis Ababa University is
delighted to host this internationally recognized conference and it is believed
that it would be a good
platform for knowledge
creation and experience
sharing amongst the participants.
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continued from page 2 … day

of persons with disabilities
tion and which gradually

working hard to bring atti-

lets them not enjoy equal

tudinal change to ensure

access to services. She fur-

the rights of persons with

ther said that the Office

disabilities

has been trying its level

spected.

best to make the Univer-

As home for many stu-

sity

dents

accessible

promoting

through

with

be

re-

disabilities,

free

Addis Ababa University

learning and teaching en-

values every bit of any

vironment since 2006.

effort that goes to benefit

Following the launch of the disabilities center, much has been
done with regard to disability issues at AAU

Teferi Mekonnen (PhD),

persons with disabilities.

Dean of Students, in his

The event has further fea-

Sewalem Tsega (PhD), Di-

sons with disability often

remarks stated that even if

tured paper presentation

rectress of the University’s

face various forms of barri-

it is a great challenge to

on issues pertinent to as-

Special

ers almost in all aspects of

address the needs and

sessment of disability fol-

Office, in her welcoming

societal

expressed

rights of persons with dis-

lowed by discussion and

speech has noted that per-

through social discrimina-

abilities, the University is

musical theatre.

Needs

Support

life,

continued from page 2 … World
Addis Ababa University’s

University

and

roles in this nationally rec-

Aba ba

ognized achievement was

Agency, question and an-

immense. The university is

swer competitions on is-

thoroughly

working

on

sues related to HIV/AIDS

awareness

creation

on

and other sports activities.

Ma ss

barrier

will

HIV/AIDS Day

Addis
Media

HIV/AIDS and sexually
transmitting disease, vol-

To this end, the event had

untary

and

undoubted opportunity to

testing service and HIV/

create awareness on pre-

AIDS and TB related train-

vention and control of

ing for professionals.

HIV/AIDS,

The event was marked

friendship and show hos-

with five consecutive days

pitality for HIV/AIDS vic-

of

voluntary counseling

tims and ultimately creat-

and testing, football match

ing HIV/AIDS free gen-

between

eration.

counseling

Addis

Ababa

AAU

to

create
Asefa Abegaz (PhD), Director of the AAU March
Project speaks at the launching day
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School of Medicine celebrates golden jubilee

HE Shiferaw Shigute, Minister of Education, hands over recognitions to long serving faculty and staff . Receiving from right is Prof. Yeweynhareg Feleke, one of the two Ethiopian females AAU awarded full professorship

With 50 years of immense

Minister, FDRE Ministry

of service to the college are

Ministry

service to the nation, the

of Education,

recognized and awarded

H.E. Dr. Kaba Urgessa,

School of Medicine, Col-

gratulated the staff and

on

event.

State Minister, FDRE Min-

lege of Health Sciences,

underlined that the college

Plays, songs and exhibi-

istry of Education, invited

Addis Ababa University, is

should further create con-

tion on issues pertinent to

guests,

the pioneer institution in

ducive

the

community

producing health profes-

delivering health service

adorned the ceremony.

sionals and serving pa-

like it did before, with re-

Present on the ceremony

tients referred from differ-

newed strength.

were H.E. Ato Shiferaw

ent corner of the country.

Faculty with 15 plus years

Shigute, Minister, FDRE

has con-

environment

in

the

marking

anniversary

have

of

the

Education,

University
and

former

students of the college.

The school is celebrating
its golden jubilee this December.

Marking events

were hosted colorfully on
17th December, 2014.
Ahmed Reja, MD, Chief
Executive Director of the
College of Health Sciences
has said that the college is
working hard on grand
vision of 2020 that aims at
transforming the college
into Health Sciences University with a new and
modern tertiary level state
of the art hospital. Guest of
honor of the ceremony H.E
Ato

Shiferaw

Shigute,

Golden jubilee was bedecked with giving the best gift of life, blood
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AAU expands its collaboration with Chinese Universities
As part of its endeavor to
further strengthen its research and academic partnerships with various institutions

around

the

world, Addis Ababa University

has

collaborated

with various Chinese universities and research institutes in the areas of
teaching, research and student and staff exchanges.
Partnership is believed to
bring mutual benefit. Partnerships

also

aim

at

strengthening Ethio-China
friendship by addressing

Admasu Tsegaye (PhD), AAU’s President, receives China’s deputy PM in his office

the increasing demand of

tute on its main campus.

guage Teaching Center at

were active since February

Ethiopian

for

The Confucius Institute is

Addis Ababa University

2011.

learning Chinese language

a Chinese language and

was signed in November

An arts troupe dispatched

and Chinese culture.

cultural center co-hosted

2011 between AAU and

by

by Addis Ababa Univer-

TUTE during the visit of

Headquarters has given a

Addis Ababa University

sity. The Chinese language

H.E. Xing Yuanmin, Chair-

Chinese arts performance

currently has standing col-

certificate

in

man of Tianjin CPPCC

in the FBE Hall, campus of

laborations with Tianjin

AAU is run since 2011

Committee. It later was

Business and Economics,

University of Technology

with 120 stidents. The offi-

upgraded into full fledged

to around 800 AAU stu-

and Education (TUTE) and

cial agreement on estab-

degree

pro-

dents and staff. A Chinese

hosts the Confucius Insti-

lishing the Chinese Lan-

gramme in 2012 leading to

Culture Month was held in

BA in Chinese language. It

November 2011 at AAU

currently has 30 students.

main campus with around

The

at-

120 students participating

tended by different Chi-

in the traditional Chinese

nese officials at different

cultural activities like cal-

times and official launch-

ligraphy, brush pen draw-

ing session is scheduled

ing, chopsticks practicing

for November 2014.

and more.

students

program

awarding

programme

Revisiting

is

Confucius

Institute

AAU-China

relations tells that efforts

AAU
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In February, 2012, Chinese
Spring Festival (New Year)
celebration was held in the
open area on AAU main
campus. More than 400
AAU students were able to
attend the exhibition of
traditional Chinese New
Year

house

decorations

and a photo exhibition
themed “China after the
opening up”.
In September, 2014, dispatched by Chinese Ministry of Culture, a group of
27

artists

from

Fujian

Province, China, had visited Ethiopia and given
Chinese Arts performance
in Mandella Hall, AAU to
more than 800 AAU students and staff. Up to September 2014, around 15
outstanding AAU students
of Chinese program have
been invited to join the
Confucius Institute summer Program for a 15-days
cultural visit to China. 17

Admasu Tsegaye (PhD), AAU’s President chats with Chinese delegation to Ethiopia
led by the Chinese Deputy Premiere
students are awarded the

AAU to study Interna-

ent times. Professor Meng

Confucius Institute Schol-

tional politics and rela-

Qingguo, Board Chair of

arship and are now study-

tions at a Master Degree

TUTE, Professor Liu Xin,

ing in TUTE, China. Two

level, four of them have

President of TUTE, Profes-

AAU experts from College

completed their studies so

sor

of

are

far.

President of External Rela-

with

Dr.

Social

working

Sciences
together

Dehua,

Vice

Tsegaye,

tions and Research, TUTE

TUTE professors as honor-

AAU President, and Dr.

were among the many

able researchers in the

Jeilu

Academic

Chinese officials who vis-

field of African Studies.

Vice President of AAU,

ited Addis Ababa Univer-

Every

two

have visited different insti-

sity.

TUTE students come to

tutions in China at differ-

two

years,

Admasu

Miao

Oumer,
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P

ublic engagement in any sector is

Please, send us any information that you

becoming a must these days, and

want it to go public and let us know your

the urge weighs on

public

events ahead of time so that all the efforts are

spaces such as Addis Ababa Uni-

versity.

known to others. We welcome your views,
opinions and critics on the issues we run and

Being home to brains that publish research
outputs on world class journals, Addis
Ababa University has for long failed to earn
the
deservedly pride for its
communications is stagnant. It is a high time now that
we should speak loud about our University’s
feat, and, not only that, we should lay
foundations for sustainable communications
with those whose stake urges us, within and
outside the University.

we very much value your inputs.
Our office sees into seizing the beats of every
spec of the University’s endeavors towards
academic excellence, and plans to sell what
the University

embeds as a rich culture,

with strong push and

demand on issues

that need to change. We also stand ahead to

In the thrive to straddle Addis Ababa
University’s academic authority and its
quality services, the University
External Relations, Partnerships and Communications Office calls for everyone’s effort
in freeing the flow of information and introduction of new services.

sell the University’s

strategic priorities.

We work to foster and let
grow academic
dialogues.

Your input for the papers we produce are very much welcome.
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